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Town Hall and Zoom 

 
 
Board Members Present:  Chair Kenneth Razza 

                 Theresa Stoker 

                 Patrizia Hoffman 

                 Jeff Angel 

                 Dean Hittleman (via Zoom) 

 

Board Members Absent:  Barbara Lamb 

                 Jay Grimmett 

 

Town Staff Present:     Adrienne Isenhower 

                 Michael Saunders 

                 Jody Jones  

 

Chairman Razza called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. and asked Mr. Angel to lead the invocation. 

 

Approval of the Agenda 

 

A Motion to approve the Agenda with an addition to the New Business portion of Agenda was made by 

Board Member Hoffman and seconded by Board Member Stoker. All in favor.  

Approval of the Minutes 

A motion to approve the Minutes as presented was made by Board Member Stoker. Motion 2 was made 
by Board member Hoffman. All in favor. 
 

Public Forum 
Diane Holmes – when Richmond hill meeting will be held?  Will notices be sent? 
Ken – scheduled for February 1st, notices will go out, advise you to let neighborhood know 
Diane Holmes – is project a done deal? 
Ken – absolutely not, explained issue with providing competent testimony and quasi-judicial hearings 
 
Marne Rogers, 204 Old Home Road – who is notified and how is property posted? 
Michael – within 150 feet of subject property, post property at same time 
 
Colin Willis – email town clerk and ask to be added to mailing list for meeting notifications and minutes 
 

New Business 
1. Update from Attorney Joe Ferikes 
In the absence of Attorney Joe Ferikes, Planning Director Adrienne Isenhower provided an update on the 
conditional use permit for Worldwide Valle Verde, LLC at 300 Baird Cove Road.  Ms. Isenhower 
explained that an Order had been issued by Buncombe County Superior Court to reverse the decision of 
the planning and zoning board of adjustment from September 24, 2020 and the conditional use permit 
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was now approved and issued.  The Order received by Buncombe County Superior Court was read 
verbatim for the board and the public.   
 
Board member Hoffman questioned why Buncombe County was making decisions for the Town of 
Woodfin.  Ms. Isenhower explained that appeals of board decisions are heard in superior court, which is 
housed in Buncombe County.  Hazel Thornton, member of the public, asked whether the Town would be 
liable after construction for issues due to population growth with loss of life or property.  Ms. Isenhower 
suggested her question be directed to legal experts.  Board member Hittleman inquired about plans for 
the Town to hire traffic engineers or experts and voiced concerns over the county having the ability to 
overrule decisions.  Chairman Razza summarized the conversations of the September 24th hearing and 
noted the developer accepted conditions placed by the board prior to the vote.  Mr. Razza also shared 
concerns about how future decisions of the board should be made and questioned whether or not the 
developer would have to comply with the conditions.  Ms. Isenhower stated her plans to provide 
training for the board at a future date.  Colin Willis, member of the public, voiced his objection to the 
development and praised the board for the denial of the proposal.  Mr. Willis thanked the town for 
creating the sunshine list and for staff assistance with requested information.   
 
Major Subdivision Preliminary Plat – Old Home Road: 
Town Planner Michael Saunders presented the planned 20-unit subdivision plat and noted the property 
was zoned Mountain Village.  The applicant, Mike Parrish, explained he had purchased the property to 
protect the treehouses he had constructed on the above adjacent property.  Mr. Parrish stated his plan 
is to develop twenty homes and that he was working with Brooks Engineering to determine the least 
possible density and were assisting with a stormwater plan to prevent extra water from bothering any 
neighbors.    
 
Board member Hoffman asked for clarification on the two parcels included on the site plan for the 
twenty acres. Mr. Parrish explained two parcels were included with the proposal to create twenty acres 
and the smaller parcel was needed for access to the sites.  Ms. Hoffman asked about roads identified on 
the site plan and maintenance of the roads, to which Mr. Parrish responded were private/gravel roads.  
Chairman Razza discussed the adjacent treehouse development and explained the development was not 
constructed as approved and was the only hillside development in the area with a large number of trees 
removed.  Mr. Parrish reported most of the trees were maintained and explained the steepness of the 
site.  Mr. Razza stated the board would require for the current development request that all the trees 
were not removed and Mr. Parrish would be held responsible for the twenty homes.  Mr. Razza reported 
concerns about lack of study for drainage and stormwater and stated firm information would be 
required.  Mr. Parrish voiced his concerns with Mr. Razza claiming he was not trustworthy.  Mr. Razza 
provided synopsis for feedback from the landscaper who had reported the trees would be replaced and 
the retaining wall would be covered, which has not taken place.  He continued he was simply concerned 
with ensuring proper liability for future developments.  Mr. Parrish assured Mr. Razza that Buncombe 
County and other entities will make sure proper permits are issued prior to development. 
 
Brooks Engineering representative John Kinnard presented stormwater information and stated Mr. 
Parrish has been very concerned about ensure stormwater management is handled appropriately.  Mr. 
Kinnard reported they would not be able to begin development without several approvals from 
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Buncombe County.  He stated the plans have not been submitted yet, but the designs are ready, and he 
reviewed the details.  Mr. Razza asked if Mr. Kinnard felt like adequate drainage would be provided 
above and beyond requirements to which he agreed.  Board member Dean Hittleman asked about the 
intent of vacant ten acres on the plat.  Mr. Parrish reported his desire to use that acreage for buffering 
between this development and the treehouse development.  Mr. Parrish stated the new houses would 
be advertised in the $400,000-$450,000 price range and would be around 1,800 square feet.  Mr. 
Hittleman asked if there was any control over the upper ten acres.  Mr. Parrish reported he was willing 
to zone that acreage to ensure he remained vacant. 
 
Marne Rogers commented that she was happy with the number of houses but had specific issues with 
drainage.  She stated the drainage was due mostly due to tree removal, but she also shared concerns 
about the road access to the property and maintenance adjacent retaining wall.  Stewart Massey shared 
concern about Old Home Road access ending in front of his house and traffic lights shining into his 
home.  He also wanted to ensure the development would go as planned and the approval would be 
binding to twenty homes.  Mr. Massey expressed concern that he did not receive notification for the 
hearing and Mr. Razza apologized for the discrepancy.  Mr. Parrish reported he would like to create a 
legal document to ensure the development remains at twenty homes and the entire property is not 
developed.  Mr. Parrish also stated he is working with all of the adjacent property owners to locate the 
entrance road with as minimal effect on adjacent owners as possible. 
 
Mr. Razza asked if there were other people in the community that were not notified.  Andrea Page, 
member of the public, reported she never gets notification of the hearings either.  Planning Director 
Isenhower commented that she would identify the notice discrepancy and make sure they receive 
notices in the future.    Marne Rodgers asked about metes and bounds of the individual lots on the 
subdivision plat to make sure that, if approved, the lots dimensions did not change.  Ms. Rogers asked 
whether curb would be added to the road to mitigate drainage.  John Kinnard responded the roads 
would be sloped towards a roadside ditch and the water would be collected in a swale beside the road, 
which would lead to a storm pond. 
 
Kelly Cowan, member of the public, shared concern regarding fire truck access based on street grade 
and the need for a steep slope ordinance in the Town of Woodfin.  Mr. Razza stated the awareness of 
the steep slope issues and that the Town is working to address the most prolific issues currently.  Board 
member Angel reported the developer must have a set of plans signed off by the Fire Marshall of 
Buncombe County.  Ms. Cowan asked about public input for ordinance updates and Ms. Isenhower 
stated opportunities would be provided in general forums such as this meeting, but other opportunities 
would be available for citizen engagement in the coming months. 
 
Hoffman – motion Hittleman – seconded 
 
 

Adjournment 
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:34 p.m. 


